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School Report Cards Released – What does it mean? 

 

Wisconsin’s education reform involves raising the standard for students to assure that they are globally competitive 

and college and career ready. To do so, the State is moving forward with a new accountability system has three 

prongs: 

 

 More rigorous curriculum standards; 

 

 Local School Report Cards that provide local accountability reports to the public; 

 

 Smarter Balance Assessments aligned to the new standards to be implemented in 2014. 

 

Curriculum standards are more rigorous. 

 

To prepare Wisconsin students to be competitive globally, the State of Wisconsin and over 40 states nationwide, 

have adopted the Common Core State Standards for literacy and mathematics. These standards establish the skills 

and knowledge students should acquire and by what grade level.  

 

Wisconsin school districts will continue to use the Wisconsin Academic Model Standards for other curricular areas, 

including science and social studies until such time that the State of Wisconsin adopts a different set of standards. 

 

School Report Cards are new accountability reports to the public. 

 

Report cards for 424 public school districts and 2,111 public schools, including 21 independent charter schools were 

released on September 17, 2013 for the first time.  In the past, schools were measured on many indicators too, as part 

of the school performance reports.  Mostly, schools were compared by the outcome of test scores.  Information and 

data about schools is still stored on the WINSS website. 

 

School Performance Report Data:  http://winss.dpi.wi.gov/ 
 

The new School Report Cards includes many factors too and continue to report standardized test results. In addition 

the report cards provide a final rating for each school, taking into account all the various measures.  All Sheboygan 

Falls schools meet expectations, as determined by the School Report Cards:  http://reportcards.dpi.wi.gov/ 
 

On new School Report Cards the results Wisconsin Student Assessment System (WSAS) have been recalibrated to 

reflect higher college and career-ready proficiency levels.  When the last five years of test data is recalibrated to new 

higher proficiency levels, it may appear that schools all over Wisconsin have less percentage of students achieving 

advanced or proficient. This is was an expected outcome because results are compared to a higher standard of 

achievement and is a part of the education reform taking place. 

  

New assessments will begin in 2014-15 

 

School districts will begin implementing a new test called the Smarter Balanced Assessment in 2014, and this is 

aligned to the new standards. This is the last year of the current Wisconsin assessment, commonly referred to as the 

WKCE 

 

In 2014, State testing will be as follows: 

 

— For grades 3-8 from Smarter Balanced Assessment Consortium 

— For high school, the ACT suite of tests including EXPLORE, PLAN, ACT, and WorkKeys. 

 


